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The Democratic Budget works towards 

elimination of the deficit, paring it down dra-
matically in the next five years, and thus sav-
ing us from huge interest payments needed to 
service the national debt.

We pay for all this by not extending the tax 
cuts for those earning over $200,000. Accord-
ing to the Urban Institute-Brookings Institution 
Tax Policy Center this would provide $223.5 
billion between calendar year 2005 and 2010. 

The tax cuts were originally promoted as 
temporary—if extended, they will cost $1.5 tril-
lion over the next 10 years. Coupled with the 
costly challenges in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
the need to invest in our future, the tax cuts 
prove an unbalanced approach that creates 
huge deficits and shortchanges America’s pri-
orities. 

It is time to seize the opportunity to restore 
sanity and candor to the budget process and 
to pass a budget that promotes the security 
and values of the American people without im-
posing increased social inequities and crush-
ing debt to future generations.
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
Warrant Officer 1 Charles G. Wells, Jr., 32, 
originally of Montgomery, Alabama, died on 
March 30, 2005, in Iraq. Warrant Officer Wells 
was assigned to the Marine Forces Reserve’s 
6th Motor Transport Battalion, 4th Force Serv-
ice Support Group of Orlando, Florida, and ac-
cording to initial reports died in action from an 
improvised explosive device. His survivors in-
clude his wife Freda Nicole and his daughter 
Cierra; his mother Orlean Johnson Wells of 
Montgomery, Alabama; and his father Charles 
Gary Wells, Sr., also of Montgomery. 

Charles Wells, Jr. was a proud Marine and 
eager to serve his country, Mr. Speaker. He 
willingly signed up for a third tour of duty in 
Iraq after having just completed his second. 
Back home, Mr. Wells had planned a career 
serving the community as a firefighter, yet du-
tifully left behind his family and loved ones to 
serve our country overseas. 

Words cannot express the sense of sadness 
we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our country feels for his service. Warrant Offi-
cer Wells died serving not just the United 
States, but the entire cause of liberty, on a 
noble mission to help spread the cause of 
freedom in Iraq and liberate an oppressed 
people from tyrannical rule. He was a true 
American. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this 
mournful day.
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, the Fourth Dis-
trict of Alabama, and indeed the entire state, 
recently lost a dear friend, and I rise today to 
honor him and pay tribute to his memory. 

Congressman Tom Bevill was a devoted 
family man and dedicated public servant 
throughout his entire life, and has the distinc-
tion of being the longest-serving congressman 
ever to come from Alabama. I am certain 
many in this chamber recall with great fond-
ness and vividness their memories of working 
closely with this tireless advocate for the 
needs of his constituents and his state. 

Born on March 27, 1921, and a native of 
Walker County, Alabama, Congressman Bevill 
spent his childhood in the mining community 
of Townley, witnessing the ravages of the 
Great Depression on his family, his friends, 
and his neighbors. He was a 1943 graduate of 
the University of Alabama School of Com-
merce and Business Administration. Within a 
short time following his graduation, he joined 
the United States Army and rose to the rank 
of captain, leading one of the units which went 
ashore in France on June 6, 1944. Ultimately, 
Congressman Bevill retired from the U.S. 
Army Reserves with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. In 1948, he completed his legal stud-
ies at the University of Alabama School of 
Law and embarked on an 18-year career prac-
ticing law in Jasper, Alabama. 

All told, Congressman Bevill spent 38 years 
in public office. Elected to the Alabama State 
House of Representatives in 1958, he served 
for eight years before embarking on a cam-
paign which would ultimately lead to his win-
ning the seat for the Seventh (later Fourth) 
Congressional District at the end of 1966. He 
would go on to serve 15 terms in this chamber 
and become one of the most effective and 
well-respected advocates for the state of Ala-
bama ever to serve in the United States Con-
gress. 

Congressman Bevill became such an effec-
tive representative for his district and for the 
state—and became such an influential mem-
ber of the House of Representatives that he 
was often referred to as ‘‘Alabama’s third sen-
ator.’’ Indeed, the work he accomplished dur-
ing his three decades in this chamber, particu-
larly as a member of the full Committee on 
Appropriations and, for nine terms, as chair-
man of the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Energy and Water Development, had impor-
tant and long-lasting effects on the economic 
growth of the state of Alabama. 

To this day, signs of his influence and suc-
cessful efforts on behalf of his district and his 
state can be found throughout Alabama, and 
his name has been attached to some of the 
most important public centers anywhere in the 
state. These include the Tom Bevill Chair of 
Law at the University of Alabama, the Tom 
Bevill Energy, Mineral, and Material Science 
Research Building, also at the University of 
Alabama, and the Tom Bevill Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Technology at Gads-
den. 

In addition to his long and successful career 
in the House of Representatives, Congress-

man Bevill received numerous awards and ci-
tations in recognition of his distinguished ca-
reer. Along with honorary doctorates he re-
ceived from Livingston University, the Univer-
sity of North Alabama, and Troy State Univer-
sity, he was inducted into both the Alabama 
Academy of Honor and the Alabama Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame. 

Perhaps more than any other two projects, 
Congressman Bevill should be remembered 
for his work on two of the most significant 
transportation projects in Alabama history: the 
Memphis-to-Birmingham highway known as 
‘‘Corridor X,’’ and the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway. ‘‘Corridor X,’’ when completed, will 
provide a vital link between the two cities in 
Alabama and Tennessee and will provide tre-
mendous benefits and incentive for further 
economic development in north Alabama. The 
Waterway has already provided incalculable 
benefits for Alabama’s economy and has re-
sulted in thousands of jobs for men and 
women throughout our state. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering a dedicated public servant 
and long-time advocate for the state of Ala-
bama, a man whose significant impact and 
dedication to the needs and interests of his 
constituents will be felt for many years to 
come. Congressman Bevill, who was pre-
ceded in death in 2001 by his beloved wife of 
58 years, Lou, will be deeply missed by his 
family—his daughters, Susan Bevill Livingston 
and Patricia Bevill Warren, his son, Don Bevill, 
his six grandchildren, and his three great-
grandchildren—as well as the countless 
friends he leaves behind. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with them all at this difficult time.
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
the Taunton Gazette recently ran a very com-
prehensive series documenting the social and 
economic importance of the Community De-
velopment Block Grant Program. Taunton, 
Massachusetts, which I am privileged to rep-
resent, is a very good example of how when 
this program is well administered, as it has 
been in Taunton, it can be of such enormous 
benefit in a variety of ways to its citizens. Jo-
anna James of the Taunton Gazette deserves 
a great deal of credit for her thorough and in-
sightful reporting, and the Taunton Gazette 
deserves a great deal of credit for devoting 
the space to this story. Too often today people 
are given only snippets of information about 
important public policy issues. The Taunton 
Gazette’s in depth exploration of how the 
CDBG Program works in that city is a tribute 
to the program itself, and to its continued im-
portance, to the people in the City of Taunton 
led by Mayor Nunes who administer it, to Jo-
anna James for the quality of her reportage 
and to the Taunton Gazette for giving so much 
space to such an important public policy issue. 

I find it hard to believe that anyone could 
read this series of articles and still feel that 
this is a program ought to be substantially di-
minished, as the President’s budget would do.

(By Joanna James) 
TAUNTON.—President George W. Bush’s rec-

ommendation to dismantle the Community 
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